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Photographer Aaron Siskind Exhibition 
Commemorates his 100" Birthday 


CLEVELAND (July 29, 2003) —The Cleveland Museum of Art (CMA) will present the exhibition 

Peru 1983: Aaron Siskind Photographs in celebration of the photographer’s 100" birthday. The exhibition 
presents 30 black-and-white prints featuring Siskind’s most famous abstract, close-up images of deteriorating 
walls, peeling paint and torn billboards created during his last visit to Peru. The exhibition will open Sept. 13, 
2003, and remain on view until Nov. 19, 2003. Admission to this exhibition and the museum is free. 

Dedicated to the presentation of social change and disorder that marked the 1930s, Aaron Siskind (1903— 
1991) began as a documentary photographer. By the early 1940s, he gradually started to focus on individual 
objects themselves rather than, in a recognizable way, place them in a conventional deep space. “His unique style 
was based on the ability to craft an abstract image, flat and two-dimensional, from concrete reality. He developed 
an astoundingly individual and consistent photographic approach, convincing and innovative,” says museum 
Curator of Photography Tom Hinson. 

Siskind’s photographs portray suggestive signs and symbols and are marked by their concentrated 
composition, texture, scale, and the elimination of illusion. The subjective reality brought about through his 
photographic visions relates to the work of Abstract Expressionist painters who helped change American art, many 
of whom were his friends. 

Siskind was fascinated with objects welded in desolation. From peeling paint to piles of rocks, bits of 
seaweed, torn posters, fragments of graffiti, and doodles of tar, Siskind turned isolated objects into emotionally 
driven works of art. “When I make a photograph I want it to be an altogether new object, complete and self- 
contained, whose basic condition is order—unlike the world of events and actions whose permanent condition is 
change and disorder,” Siskind has said. 

Siskind began to teach photography full-time in 1951 at the Institute of Design in Chicago and chaired the 
department a decade later. In 1971 he taught at the Rhode Island School of Design until his retirement in 1976. 
During his vacation time, Siskind traveled abroad to countries where his passion was stimulated to its greatest 
degree, including Italy, Greece, Mexico, England, Brazil, and Peru, where he made six trips from 1975 until 1983. 

In 1983, Siskind revisited Peru at the age of 80. Even though he had photographed this area earlier in his 
career, his innate creativity and curiosity were stimulated to produce photographs detailing fences, windows and 


doors that were new to his body of work. With more emphasis on geometry and order, some compositions are 
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reminiscent of paintings by Piet Mondrian and Ad Reinhardt from the 1940s. His surface texture achieves a rich 
patina of age, wear and neglect. 

The Cleveland Museum of Art receives operating support from the Ohio Arts Council and the Institute of 
Museum and Library Services. 

The Cleveland Museum of Art is one of America’s leading comprehensive museums. Its permanent 
collection is world renowned for its quality and breadth, spanning 6,000 years. The museum is a significant 
international forum for exhibitions, scholarship and art acquisitions. For more information on the museum, its 


holdings, programs, services and events, call 1-888-CMA-0033 or visit www.ClevelandArt.org. 
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